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Introduction:  Many children with autism require intensive instruction in the use of augmentative or alternative communication systems, such as the Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS). This study investigated the use of PECS with three young boys with autism todetermine the impact of PECS training on use of pictures for requesting, use of intelligible words, and maladaptive behaviors. 

Participants:  Participants included 3 children recruited from a private school for children with autism and related disabilities. The selection pool included children who (a) were between 3 years and 8 years old, (b) had autism/autistic disorder, (c) spoke in one-or more-word phrases but infrequently spoke spontaneously, (d) had speech delays compared to their same-age peers, and (e) had not previouslymastered the first phase of PECS.
Method: A multiple baseline-probe design with a staggered start was implemented. Following baseline, the experimenters conducted 10 5-min sessions of PECS training (Phase 1) with each participant, according to PECS protocol.
Results/Conclusions:  Results indicated all the participants rapidly learned to exchange pictures to request items they wanted; that is, there was a clear functional relation between the intervention, PECS, and the use of pictures to make requests. They generalized the use of some pictures with a novel adult and maintained use of the pictures several weeks following intervention. Two of the three participants in the present study began speaking during the intervention, though none of them spoke during any of the baseline sessions. The participants’ use of maladaptive behaviours was variable throughout the study. Thus there was no clear impact of the intervention on maladaptive behaviors, a finding that is not consistent with

previous research (Charlop-Christy et al., 2002;Frea et al., 2001).

