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Tincani, M. (2004). Comparing the picture exchange communication system and sign language training for children with autism. Focus on Autism and Other Developmental Disabilities, 19, 152-163.
Tincani (2004) compared the effectiveness of sign language and PECS training on the acquisition of mands in two children diagnosed with ASDs. Imitation skills were assessed prior to training to consider a potential relationship between response topography and motor imitation skills. When presented with a preferred item, participants were taught to mand using manual signs in the TB condition and to select the corresponding pictures from a PECS board in the SB condition. Spontaneous word vocalizations were also recorded during training sessions. The results were mixed in that one participant displayed a greater percentage of independent mands with the SB method and one participant displayed a high percentage of TB responses. It is interesting to note that a higher percentage of spontaneous vocalizations were emitted in the TB condition by both participants. 

